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2H)e Council of j&ebentg. 



The third annual meeting of the Council of Seventy took place in 
Haskell Oriental Museum, the University of Chicago, Saturday, March 
4. The following councilors were present : President John Henry 
Barrows, Professors Bradley, Burton, Crandall, Foster, Gilbert, Good- 
speed, Hayes, Mathews, Robinson, Votaw, and President Harper, prin- 
cipal of the Institute of Sacred Literature. 

At the morning session, after the reading of letters from absent 
councilors and an address by the president, the annual report of the 
principal was presented. This report showed a steady increase in the 
number of students and in the quality of work examined. (Specific 
data concerning the work accomplished during the year may be found 
in the notes of the Council in the Biblical World for January and 
March, 1899.) The treasurer next presented his report, which showed 
that, with the aid of contributions which had been made by friends, the 
Institute had paid its expenses for the year and had further reduced its 
previous indebtedness. 

At the various chamber meetings, which also took place Saturday 
morning, the following officers were elected : Old Testament Chamber, 
Professor E. T. Harper, master ; Professor G. L. Robinson, scribe ; 
New Testament Chamber, Professor C. F. Bradley, master; Professor 
Shailer Mathews, scribe; General Chamber, President C. J. Little, 
master; Professor George B. Foster, scribe. President John H. Bar- 
rows was continued as president of the Council ; Professor George H. 
Gilbert, treasurer ; Dr. C. W. Votaw, recorder, and President William 
R. Harper, principal of the Institute. 

The following were elected to membership in the Council : To the 
New Testament Chamber, Dr. Edgar J. Goodspeed, the University of 
Chicago ; to the General Chamber, Professor Irving Wood, Smith Col- 
lege, and Professor Thomas C. Hall, Union Theological Seminary. 
With these additions the membership of the Council is now sixty- 
seven, the only vacancies being in the General Chamber. 

The afternoon session was devoted chiefly to the presentation and 
discussion of the report of the committee for the investigation of 
Sunday-school lesson literature. The report was presented by Pro- 
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fessor Shailer Mathews, the other members of the committee being 
Professors Sanders, Burroughs, Hayes, and Dr. Willett. A large col- 
lection of material representing the publications of many denomina- 
tional and interdenominational publishing houses was at hand for 
examination in connection with the report, which aimed to give the 
facts covering Scripture material, method of presentation, typograph- 
ical make-up, and general value, in conection with each. Some very 
emphatic statements made in the report were supported by the mem- 
bers of the Council. 

It was recommended that the report be made complete by the 
additional examination of material not at hand. Authority for publi- 
cation was given. 

The following further actions were taken by the Council : 
i. That the section of the constitution providing for annual mem- 
bership dues be excised. 

2. That immediate steps be taken to complete and publish in the 
Biblical World the lists of books for biblical study which the com- 
mittees from the separate chambers have had in preparation. 

3. That, when completed and approved, these lists be annotated by 
members of the Council, such annotations to be signed, the whole to 
be published in pamphlet form, at a small price. These lists comprise 
250 books (in two divisions, elementary and advanced) each on the 
Old Testament, the New Testament, and general biblical topics, and 
are selected with a view to assisting professional and nonprofessional 
Bible students in the selection and consultation of books for their 
biblical work. 

A new committee of five was appointed, this committee to investi- 
gate the library facilities for professional work available to the min- 
isters of the United States, and to report at the next annual meeting. 
The meeting adjourned at 4 o'clock. 

Simultaneously with these meetings were held the Student Confer- 
ences upon the "College Student's Difficulties in Connection with 
the Bible," as announced in the Biblical World for January, 1899. 
These conferences were attended by hundreds of students from the 
University of Chicago and neighboring institutions. The addresses 
were full of interest and profit, and many difficult questions were taken 
up in the question conferences with which each meeting closed. The 
climax of interest was reached on Sunday afternoon, when the difficul- 
ties concerning inspiration were considered. The meetings closed on 
Sunday evening with a brief service of prayer. 



